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KISLEV NEWSLETTER 5781 
(NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2020) 

Incredibly, Pastor Mark was on the “Sid Roth Show” during the week the elections took 
place in America. What a week for the message of Pastor Mark’s book, Decoding the 
Prophet Jeremiah, to be aired on TV!  Jeremiah was the prophet crying out for people to 
turn back to G-d in the midst of the days of idol worship, child sacrifice and political 
corruption and chaos! Does any of this sound familiar? Does All of this sound familiar? And 
top it off with the fact that Jeremiah was persecuted and ridiculed for the truth he was 
proclaiming.  There are no “coincidences” with G-d. He orchestrated Pastor Mark’s 
interview being aired during this momentous week of the American elections.  If you have 
not read Decoding the Prophet Jeremiah, be sure to get your copy. You can order it by 
calling the office as 253/862-8010 or by going to the ESM store on our website: esm.us  
It is time to APPLY GOD’S WARNINGS IN JEREMIAH’S TIME TO OUR LIVES 
TODAY!  It is time to turn back to G-d’s ways as Jeremiah pleaded for the people of his 
time to do. 

                      

Jeremiah 6:16 “This is what the LORD says: Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for 
the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your 
souls. But you said, We will not walk in it.” 

Are we hearing the clarion call of G-d to return to His ways, to return to His ancient 
paths? G-d is looking for people whose hearts are to serve Him by giving their lives for 
each other. This is totally different than serving to be noticed or serving to be set on a 
special pedestal. G-d is looking for people who not only study the Torah, but who DO what 
He is teaching. We are at a critical time in history, and we are on this planet in these times 
to be light in this dark and chaotic time. What does this mean? It means we are to stand 
out as those who love and speak the truth of His Word. Above all we honor G-d with our 
time, with our money, with our hearts, with all we have and with all we are. This means we 
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don’t worship idols like entertainment, sports or anything that takes up our time, our 
money and our hearts. We are to love and support one another. We are to look for ways to 
show love to people who will never be able to re-pay us, with no strings attached. And how 
about having peace within our families and our church families? G-d is looking for people 
who will work together in peace and harmony not seeking their own recognition, but seeking 
only to unify and build up the body, and in so doing, glorify HIM! These are the things the 
Lord told us to do at Sinai: 

                           

It is time to allow our hearts to be convicted, and to truly return to the Lord with 
repentance. May we be those who RUN back to the good way and the ancient paths.  Are 
we asking ourselves these questions: Who can I show kindness to today? How can I bring 
reconciliation? How can I glorify my G-d by showing love to someone today? These are the 
ways we reflect the love of our G-d and shine our lights in the darkness.  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

Matthew 5:12a “You  are the light of the world” 
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Kislev and The Days of Chanukah 

 

Chanukah came about in times that were very troubling. The Greeks ruled in Israel and 
brought with them their gods and their way of life. The Greek style of life was very 
intriguing and beguiling to many in Israel. So beguiling was this lifestyle, in fact, that many 
Jewish people were lured into the trap of the Greeks who worshiped the body, worshiped 
sports and worshiped the arts and education. Becoming absorbed by this lifestyle, they 
fell away from the worship of the one true G-d. You may be wondering how this could have 
happened. How could G-d’s own people just turn away from Him and turn to such obviously 
fleshly pursuits? They became assimilated – they became slaves to this lifestyle.  

What happens when you see things changing in your country – serious changes when you see 
people willingly turning from God and becoming more and more like the ruling political 
party, like the reigning secular society. Is it that they’re bad people, or are they, too, 
being assimilated? And is there a common thread in how this process of assimilation 
begins? Do politics have anything to do with turning away from G-d?  

For insights to these questions, let’s look at Chanukah… 

First, let’s look at where we see Chanukah in the Bible. We see Chanukah referenced in 
John 10:22-24, “At that time the Feast of Dedication  (Chanukah) took place at 
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon.  So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”   



 4 

It was during this celebration of light (or dedication) that Yeshua proclaimed that He is 
the Light. John 9:5 “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world…” and John 
12:46  “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in Me should 
remain in darkness.” 

We clearly see Yeshua participating in 
this festival of Chanukah. For more 
details of the history of this amazing 
holiday, we look to the book of the 
Mccabees. Though Chanukah is a festival 
celebrating the Light and Dedication, it is 
also a story of how a people became 
trapped and enslaved, and to answer a 
question we asked earlier, yes, politics is 
involved!  

To enslave a people, you must do it gradually. Hitler did not just march into the streets of 
Germany with tanks and troops, he started gradually, with emotional speeches telling the 
Aryan people that they were really superior, and proclaiming that the Jewish people were 
the problem makers. He depended heavily on the fake news of his day, and the fake news 
media was on his side. All the fake news was intended to impose changes in the way people 
thought about themselves and about each other, and it went on for years. Then “suddenly,” 
there was war:  people who had been free were now embroiled in bloodshed; Jews were 
banished from their businesses and homes and taken to concentration camps.  This was 
political deception, occurring one little lie at a time, telling people they deserved more, 
they deserved to be rid of the ones causing the trouble. And it ended in the loss of more 
than 50 million lives. 

We see this again, in Egypt after the Jewish people had been brought in by Joseph to be 
protected during the famine. It all started out good, but Pharaoh levied hard burdens 
against them. Since no people group as large as the Jewish people just automatically 
become slaves, there had to be a process they went through that eventually caused them 
to be enslaved. More than likely the process involved Pharaoh collecting higher and higher 
taxes until the people could no longer pay, and then they became the slaves – their labor 
became all they had to use for payment. They were “suddenly” enslaved because they could 
no longer pay their taxes. They were out of money!  We see this clearly in Exodus 1:11 
where we are told, “Therefore they set taskmasters (mysim)  over them to afflict them 
with heavy burdens.” The Hebrew word for “taskmasters” here can mean: “a burden, i.e., a 
Tax in the form of forced labor or tribute equaling enforced payment!” Their hard, 
physical labor was the payment they paid. 
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In the Book of Macabbees 1, we see the same process. One version says the Mysian army 
came into Israel. But the version from the original Greek says the tax collectors (exact 
same word used for Mysian in Exodus 1:11, but with different vowel points) came in. They 
raised taxes on the Jewish people, then they raised taxes again, and again. At the same 
time the beguiling culture was luring the now heavily taxed people from their G-d. And 
“suddenly” they were enslaved. They had become assimilated without a war. All the 
invading nation had to do was take all their money and give them physical pleasure in 
return. What a formula! But one brave group of men – the Maccabees stood up and said, 
NO! We will serve our God. And the war was on.  Against all odds, this small, determined 
band of men defeated the powerful Syrian army, and reclaimed the temple. 

In the rubble left from the ravages of war, one flask of anointed oil was found in the 
temple. This was enough oil to burn for just one day, but miraculously it burned for 8 days. 
Was this miracle God’s way of saying, I am with you just like I was with Moses in the 
desert when the bush on fire was not consumed because it was the fire of God that burned 
in it? Was this the same light that burned in the chanukiah – the light of the fire of G-d 
Himself? This is the light we celebrate today – a miraculous light – G-d’s light. The Light of 
Chanukah reminds us that we serve the God who is light - the light that does not run out! 

As we watch political chaos and political rhetoric and higher taxes and fake news change 
our world, it is the perfect time to take His miraculous light – His Light that fills us and 
never runs out -  into the world.   

Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

-Sherry Lush 
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NEW MOON – KISLEV – BENJAMIN 

The flood began in Cheshvan on the 17th day of the month: 

Genesis 7:11,12 “In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, all the fountains of the great deep came bursting through, 
and the windows of heaven were open; And rain came down on the earth for forty days and 
forty nights.” 

Chanukah begins on Kislev 25 

Cheshvan 17 plus 40 days takes 
you to Kislev 28 right in the 
middle of Chanukah when the 
rains stop. The first rainbow  
ever to be possibly seen 
happened in Kislev during the 
timeframe of Chanukah! 

 

It was also at this very time in Kislev that Messiah was conceived! 
In Kislev comes the winter solstice, the darkest day of the year – Light entered the world 
at this very time! The root word of the month Kislev -  כסל is the same for the word “hope” 
in Psalm 78:7. So Kislev is also a moth of hope during our darkest hours! 
 
This month is a month of physical warfare and spiritual warfare as during Chanukah. 
There were physical enemies t who oppose God and His Torah as the Syrian Greeks did 
and a spiritual war against assimilation by the Hellenistic Jews who wanted to be like the 
nations. 
The very word Chanukah is related to the prophet Enoch meaning to train or instruct. This 
month is also a month for educating the next generation. 
 
In the Jeremiah verses coming up, we are going to see amazing hints as to what was 
occurring in Babylon at the very same time events were unfolding in Jerusalem.  Remember 
that Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were all in Babylon while Jeremiah is in 
Jerusalem. In Babylon a decree had been passed that all had to bow down and worship the 
statue of Nebuchadnezzar.  We know the three Hebrew boys did not obey, but said, “…the 
G-d we serve is able to deliver us…” (Daniel 3:17).  But there were consequences for not 
bowing down; and they were thrown into the fiery furnace. 
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But WHO was with them?  Who was the fourth 
man in the fire?!  In Jeremiah 36:22-24, we read 
that at that time in Jerusalem the Word of G-d 
was being thrown into the fire during the month 
of Kislev!   
 
Jeremiah 36:22-24 “Now the king was sitting 

in the winter-house in the ninth month: and there was a fire in the brazier burning before 
him. And it came to pass, when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, that the king cut it 
with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in the brazier, until all the roll was 
consumed in the fire that was in the brazier. And they were not afraid, nor rent their 
garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.” 
So, while the Word of the LORD was thrown into the fire in Jerusalem the Word of the 
LORD appeared in the foes of Babylon to save the Hebrew children! 
 
We also see when Nehemiah had come from Sushan to lead in the rebuilding of the walls 
around Jerusalem, and bad news comes to him causing him to weep and pray for mercy.  While 
praying, Nehemiah calls out the “why” of the misery that has fallen upon the people.  They 
were not following the orders of the Lord and in Ezra, these sings lead to great sorrow.  Sin 
had to be confronted and dealt with .  Again, all this comes in the month of Kislev –the month 
of Chanukah –the month when the Maccabees went to war over sin!! 
 
Nehemiah 1:1-7 “The history of Nehemiah, the son of Hacaliah. Now it came about, in the 
month Chislev, in the twentieth year, when I was in Shushan, the king's town, That Hanani, 
one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah; and in answer to my request for 
news of the Jews who had been prisoners and had got away, and of Jerusalem, They said to 
me, The small band of Jews now living there in the land are in great trouble and shame: the 
wall of Jerusalem has been broken down, and its doorways burned with fire. Then, after 
hearing these words, for some days I gave myself up to weeping and sorrow, seated on the 
earth; and taking no food I made prayer to the God of heaven, And said, O Lord, the God of 
heaven, the great God, greatly to be feared, keeping faith and mercy with those who have 
love for him and are true to his laws: Let your ear now take note and let your eyes be open, 
so that you may give ear to the prayer of your servant, which I make before you at this 
time, day and night, for the children of Israel, your servants, while I put before you the 
sins of the children of Israel, which we have done against you: truly, I and my father's 
people are sinners. We have done great wrong against you, and have not kept the orders, the 
rules, and the decisions, which you gave to your servant Moses.” 
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Ezra 10:9-13 “Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin came together to Jerusalem before 
three days were past; it was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month; and all 
the people were seated in the wide square in front of the house of God, shaking with fear 
because of this business and because of the great rain. And Ezra the priest got to his feet 
and said to them, You have done wrong and taken strange women for your wives, so increasing 
the sin of Israel. So now, give praise to the Lord, the God of your fathers, and do his 
pleasure; and make yourselves separate from the peoples of the land and from the strange 
women. Then all the people, answering, said with a loud voice, As you have said, so it is right 
for us to do. But the number of people is great, and it is a time of much rain; it is not possible 
for us to go on waiting outside, and this is not a thing which may be done in one day or even 
two: for our sin in this business is great.” 
 

 
 
Kislev is also the month of dreams 
 
Kislev is in the 9th month – there are 9 dreams recorded in 3 Torah portions during Kislev, 
Vayetzei, Vayeshev, Miketz, and the 9th gemstone on the breastplate belonging to Benjamin 
is the amethyst of which the root word in Hebrew also means dreams. 
 
-Pastor Mark 
 
 

 
 

 


